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Introduction to Addonis Parker. 2:38 min. Interview: Raymond Elman.
Post-Production: Javier Romero Music: Carmen Cicero, Recorded via
Zoom: 12/14/2021, Miami.

The Portraits of Artist

Addonis Parker
By Elman + Romero

Editor’s Note:
“OneUnited Bank, the largest Black owned bank in America,
sponsored Le Art Noir on December 2, 2021 and purchased
the first From Paris with Love non-fungible token (NFT) created
by artist ADDONIS PARKER, which pays tribute to renowned
entertainer and civil rights activist Josephine Baker.”

ARTIST STATEMENT
Art to me is a form of extreme communion with God.
Respectfully and with pride, I am a student of creativity and
expression. My life is simply an open book to the inner world
of our urban fabrics but the key to the underworld of self-truth,
through the eyes of Addonis. I am a master of expressing the
depths of emotion and the plight of a people, shunned, feared
and disdained. I am a captain of the community of man through
a visual port of my surroundings. Being self-taught, I will violate
the art code to convey any message necessary to meet such
an objective to save lives or strengthen a community. I am a
witness to the hardship as well as the high levels of success
of the men and women who dared to chase this venture alone;
even before me, if none should come after. My work is the
eternal flame of voices which society chooses to ignore. I
use symbolic rendering and spiritual undertones to convey
my message as I have received it. Color, composition, and
structure are important instruments to strike emotional cords
to one’s visual journey with the face of my spirit. With the
presence of nature and elements of historical events; I feel that
I must be a gatekeeper of my current time and experience.
I am an advocate for the freedom of expression. I find it
necessary to include small forms of nature in my work.
Nature holds the key to serenity and extreme craftsmanship
from a higher source -- God. Another fact, being self-taught
eliminates the fear of freestanding risk taking in my opinion. My
work is in fact intense, prophetic, thought provoking, spiritual,
emotional, and maybe controversial. I have accepted this
crown of distinction and all the disciplines it may provide. I
choose not to classify my work nor will I receive a commercial
stamp to categorize my ability and thought process. I am an
American artist who just paints. I paint for the love of creation
and the respect and honor of my past forerunners who had
neither the opportunities nor the civil rights to become what
I am today. It is my eternal pleasure to carry a brush and use
it limitlessly. I will continue to be me in my work and in my
community as well. Art to me is therapeutic and the essential
foundation of every community around the world. The absence
of the opportunity of art —–is the absence of civilization.
— Addonis Parker

The videos below were recorded via Zoom, are organized by
Success Factor, and run between 30 seconds and 11 minutes.
Click on any video. You must be connected to the Internet to
view the videos.

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:
1:36 min.

What part of Ohio did you grow
up in and how did living there
impact your art?

EXPOSURE TO BROAD
INFLUENCES: 0:24 sec.
When did you move to Miami?

COMMUNITY VALUES:
1:44 min.
Are you aware of the Historic
Hampton House in Brownsville?
It was a crossroads for many of
the most talented and prominent
African-Americans during the
era of Segregation, and the
setting for the iconic play and
film “One Night in Miami.”

CRITICAL THINKING: 1:34 min.
My first awareness of art was
seeing “The Wizard of Oz” in
a movie theater. As soon as
the actress Margaret Hamilton
turned into the Wicked Witch of
the West, I started screaming
and they had to remove me from
the theater.

BREAKS THE RULES:
2:51 min.
What was your first awareness
of art of any discipline?

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:
10:51 min.
As a self-taught artist, who
were your role models and
influencers, and how did your art
career evolve?

SERENDIPITY: 1:12 min.
Please elaborate on your
concept of how artists may
unintentionally influence other
artists.

CREATES A UNIQUE
PERSONAL BRAND: 5:52 min.
How have your themes and
techniques evolved?

CREATES A UNIQUE
PERSONAL BRAND: 4:41 min.
When did you start making
portraits and how did your style
evolve?

OVERCOMES CHALLENGES
TO SUCCEED: 4:03 min.
Why did you move from Atlanta,
Georgia to Miami in 2001?

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:
2:56 min.

SEIZES OPPORTUNITIES:
2:42 min.

How much did you know about
Josephine Baker before you
received a commission to make
a portrait of her?

Who commissioned you to
create a portrait of Josephine
Baker?

EMPATHY: 4:18 min.
What were some of your source
materials?

UNDERSTANDS THE
BUSINESS OF ART: 0:45 sec.

Where is the Josephine Baker
painting right now?

INSIGHT & INSPIRATION:
1:49 min.
Tell us about your painting, “And
A Child Shall Lead Them.”

EMPATHY: 6:58 min.
Did you know the late artist
Purvis Young?

RESILIENCE: 1:42 min.
Do you think about your legacy
as an artist?

